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25 years later 


Contradictions abound 
during investigations 
into president’s killing 


WASHINGTON - Even as 
the events following President 
John F. Kennedy's assassination 
were being played out in Dallas, 
the FBI, Secret Service, CIA and 
U.S. military intelligence agencies 
opened investigations into the 
slaying. 

Here are other official investi- 
gations that followed: 

• President's Commission on 
the Assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy (known as the 
Warren Commission). Appointed 
by President Johnson. Presided 
over by Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren. Dec. 5, 1963-Sept. 27, 1964. 

Findings: No conspiracy. Lee 
Harvey Oswald fired three shots 
and acted alone. Jack Ruby killed 
Oswald two days later in an inde- 
pendent act of passion. 

* • Texas Court of Inquiry. Es- 
tablished Nov. 26, 1963, by Texas 
Attorney General Waggoner Carr. 
Robert Storey of Dallas and Leon 
Jaworski of Houston were ap- 
pointed as special counsel. 

Results: The court was short- 
lived. It worked closely with the 
Warren Commission and came up 
with no independent findings. 
Carr issued a report in 1964, 
which consisted of formal corre- 
spondence between state officials 
and the Warren Commission. 

• New Orleans criminal con- 
spiracy investigation. Grand jury 
investigation launched Feb. 16, 
1967, by District Attorney Jim 
Garrison. Clay L. Shaw, a promi- 
nent New Orleans business and 
social figure, was indicted and 
went to trial Jan. 21, 1969, on 
charges of conspiring with the 
late Guy Banister, Davis Ferrie 
and Lee Harvey Oswald to kill 
the president. 

Garrison claimed Shaw con- 
spired with elements of the CIA 
fiercely opposed to Cuba's Fidel 
Castro to plot the murder of JPTC 


and to use Oswald as the assassin. 
The 39-day trial was filled with 
bizarre charges and a circus-like 
atmosphere. Garrison also at- 
tempt^ to prove during the trial 
that there had been a second gun- 
man firing in Dealey Plaza. 

Shaw was acquitted on the ju- 
ry’s first ballot March 1, 1969. 

• Commission on CIA Activi- 
ties Within the United States 
(Rockefeller Commission). Ap- 
pointed by President Ford. Pre- 
sided over by Vice President 
Nelson Rockefeller. Jan. 5, 1975- 
June 6, 1975. 

Finding: The CIA withheld vi- 
tal information from the Warren 
Commission about CIA plots to 
assassinate Castro before and 
during 1963, and its use of Ameri- 
can gangsters to make the hit. 

The CIA attempts on his life gave 
the Cuban dictator a motive for 
going after Kennedy. 

• Special Senate Intelligence 
Committee panel to investigate 
the assassination. Committee 
Chairman Frank Church of Idaho 
appointed Sens. Gary Hart of 
Colorado and Richaj^ Schweiker 
of Pennsylvania as the two panel 
members. Sept 25, 1975-June 23, 
1976. 

Conclusions: Both the CIA and 
FBI blocked information from 
reaching the Warren Commission. 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover be- 
lieved the commission was out to 
embarrass his bureau. 

• House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. Established by 
the U.S. House to investigate the 
shootings of JFK and Martin Lu- 
ther King. First chairman of the 
12-member panel was Rep. Tom 
Downing of Virginia, followed by 
Henry Gonzalez of Texas and 
then by Louis Stokes of Ohio. 
Sept 17, 1976-Dec. 29, 1978. 

Finding^: There was a conspira- 
cy. Organized crime members are 



David Belln, counsel to the War- 
ren Commission, has written a 
book about the assassination.' 

the most likely susp^ts. Acoustic 
and photographic evidence, in- 
eluding a sound test at Dealey , * 
Plaza, supports the likelihood 
that a second gunman fired a 
fourth shot at the president from 
the grassy knoll area of Dealey ^ 
Plaza. These migority findings ^ 
were not unanimous. 

• Texas State Appeals Court. 
After a lengffiy legal battle, the ^ 
court ruled in favor of removing^., 
Oswald's casket from a grave in 
Rose Hill Burial Park, Fort ,v 
Worth. British barrister and au-;> 
thor Michael Eddowes won the U 
right to have the body exhumed . » 
to see if it was the remains of a 
Soviet spy. 

Under tight security, the skele: 
tal remains were studied at Bay-jt 
lor University Medical Center in,! 
Dallas by a team of pathologists 
who had access to Oswald's earli-, 
est medical and Marine Corps 
dental records. Oct. 4, 1981. * 

Final report: The man buried ip 
Oswald’s grave was Oswald. ,1 

• Justice Department. The j ^ 
House assassinations committee, , 
when it disbanded 10 years ago, ^ 
urged the Justice Department to 
review its findings, study the pho- 
tographic and acoustic evidence,!' 
and consider whether any further 
U.S. government investigation , 
was needed. 

Findings: No substantive evi- 
dence of a fourth shot or second ' 
gunman. Case closed. 

—Seth Kantor 






